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    AN AXIS THEATRE COMPANY PRODUCTION 
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      Artistic Director: Chris McGregor  
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Puppet wardrobe by Barbara Clayden 

 
For Pre-K to Grade 2 

AN AXIS THEATRE COMPANY PRODUCTION 
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TEACHER’S STUDY GUIDE 
PLEASE COPY AND DISTRIBUTE 

 
Axis Theatre Company 

1405 Anderson Street, 2nd Floor 
Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6H 3R5 

Tel : 604.669.0631  Fax : 604.669.0635 
www.axistheatre.com 

 
*This Teacher’s Guide includes suggestions about preparing your students for a live theatre 
performance in order to help them to enjoy and respond to our performance of 
SOMEBODY LOVES YOU, MR. HATCH. Included are ideas about using the performance to 
enhance aspects of your Arts Education curriculum by responding both to themes 
presented in the performance and to dramatic and musical elements in the performance.  

  

http://www.axistheatre.com/
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IMPORTANT NOTE TO TEACHERS  

Thank you for refraining from texting or taking photos during the performance and please 

do not record any portion of the performance. Our company works under an agreement with 

the Canadian Actors Equity Association to protect the performer’s rights as professional 

artists. Visit our website for promotional photos or ask the stage manager for a photo post 

performance.  

 
*All rights reserved for the contents contained in this teacher’s study guide 

 

 

 

Contents 
 

 Axis Theatre Company ................................................................ 3 

 Meet the Cast ................................................................................ 3 

 Meet the Creative Team ............................................................... 3 

 Synopsis ......................................................................................... 5 

 Puppetry ........................................................................................ 5 

 Mr. Hatch Character List ............................................................ 5 

 Interesting Vocabulary ................................................................ 6 

 Pre-Performance Activities .......................................................... 6 

 Key Themes in Mr. Hatch............................................................ 7 

 Questions for Students following the Performance ................... 8 

 Playing With Drama Games ........................................................ 9 

 Making Your Own Puppets ......................................................... 10 

 Post-Show Activities ..................................................................... 11 

 Interviews With The Cast ............................................................ 14 

 About Axis Theatre ...................................................................... 15 

 
 

  



 
 

 

 
Page 3 of 15 

MEET THE CAST 

 

Jeny Cassady 
Jeny is a veteran puppeteer! She plays Edna in Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch. Since the age of 19 Jeny 

has been working with puppets both as a performer and a teacher. An alumni of The University of 

Victoria, Jeny was the only student in her program with puppetry experience. Since her beginning with 

puppets, she has designed and crafted countless puppets. Her very first puppet gig on TV landed her in the 

company of the best film and television puppeteers in Canada which became like a 6 month 

apprenticeship for her. Jeny has showcased her puppetry skills in numerous film and television shows.   

 

Mika Laulainen 
Mika plays Molly in Somebody Loves You Mr. Hatch. She is a freelance theatre artist in Vancouver, BC. 

She is multi-talented actor, writer, puppeteer and producer of theatre. Her previous puppet experience 

includes: Kolejka, Paper Dreams (Star Star Theatre), Sticks & Stones (The Only Animal), and Adeline 

(The Banff Centre/Old Trout Puppet Workshop). Her showcase professional performance was in 

Runaway which premiered in 2015 with Theatre SKAM at the Family Theatre Festival. Mika graduated 

from the renowned theatre program at the Phoenix Theatre at the University of Victoria in 2012 and also 

studied at the Banff Puppet Theatre Intensive where she graduated in 2014. 

 

Sarah May Redmond 
Plays Betsy in Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch. The majority of her puppet work has been with Runaway 

Moon Theatre located in Grindrod, BC where she worked alongside Chris McGregor in an adaptation of 

“An Episode of Sparrows” and six different versions of Theseus. She has worked with theatre companies 

from all over BC, ranging from Bard on the Beach in Vancouver to the Arts Club Theatre, Caravan Farm 

Theatre (Armstrong) and Theatre NorthWest in Prince George. She has done a wide range of touring with 

Greenthumb, Kaleidoscope, Shameless Hussy Productions and Axis Theatre. She is the recipient of the 

Dora Award and a Jessie Award for excellence in an ensemble performance. 

 

 

 

MEET THE CREATIVE TEAM 
 

Eileen Spinelli-Author  
Eileen Spinelli was born in Philadelphia in 1942. She is a poet, writer of children’s books and a teacher of 

creative writing. Mother of seven children, Spinelli spent many a night reading her little ones bedtime 

stories. Some of Eileen’s most cherished picture books include: Thanksgiving at the Tappletons, Do You 

Have a Hat, and While You are Away. Her poetry and prose have meaning and morals for children 

growing up. Spinelli was awarded a Christopher Award for the brilliant writing of Somebody Loves you 

Mr. Hatch which is an award given to special books “which affirm the highest value of the human spirit”. 

Alongside her writing, Eileen organizes workshops for adults and children that would like to brush up on 

their writing skills. In her spare time Eileen enjoys going to garage sales, visiting flea markets, gardening, 

and having conversations in Italian. 
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Chris McGregor-Artistic Director 
Chris McGregor is the newly appointed Artistic Director of Axis Theatre Company. He has directed more 

than 100 productions across Canada and has been nominated for three Jessie Richardson Theatre Awards 

and four Ovation Awards for his directing. For Axis Theatre he directed the BC touring production of 

HAMELIN: A NEW FABLE and the recent remount of RAVEN MEETS THE MONKEY KING. He is 

thrilled to have adapted and developed this world premiere of SOMEBODY LOVES YOU, MR. 

HATCH.  

 

Frank Radar-Puppet Maker 
Frank Radar is currently teaching Art and Drama at Semiahmoo Secondary School in Surrey, BC. As a 

puppet maker, Frank has been designing puppets for over 10 years for a variety of companies including: 

Theatre Bagger and Mortal Coil Performance Society, both of Vancouver. His puppet designs for the 

acclaimed children’s show The Little Old Man were nominated for a 2009 Jessie Richardson award. Frank 

designed our star puppet, Mr. Hatch for Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch. 

 

Stephen Bulat - Sound Designer/Music 
Stephen has been active in the Vancouver theatre and music scene for over 20 years. Theatre companies 

he has worked for include The Arts Club Theatre, Bard on the Beach, The Vancouver Playhouse Theatre, 

Pacific Theatre, Shameless Hussy Productions, Axis Theatre Company and Hoarse Raven Theatre. 

Stephen has worked as a producer, composer, sound designer, lighting designer, technician, musical 

director and musician. He has musically directed such shows as The Rocky Horror Show, West Side Story 

and the Vancouver premiere of Hedwig & The Angry Inch which was nominated for a Jessie Richardson 

Award as a “Hot Ass Band”. As a sound engineer and music producer, Stephen has recorded a diverse 

range of ensembles including Realtime A Cappella Quartet, The Melodious Mandolins and The 

Vancouver Cast Recording of The Rocky Horror Show. He has also composed and written original music 

for various documentaries and films, including the feature films Bar None & Sub Human. 
 

Barbara Clayden-Puppet Outfit Designer 
Barbara Clayden has been a theatre artist for over 30 years, designing costumes for various theatre and 

dance companies around Vancouver including: the Arts Club Theatre, Bard on the Beach, Blackbird 

Theatre, Carousel Theatre, Electric Company, the Firehall Arts Centre, Neworld Theatre, Presentation 

House, Pi Theatre, Rumble, Studio 58 and Theatre Replacement. She has been nominated for numerous 

Jessie Awards and won a few along the way. Barbara created Mr. Hatch’s stylish outfit. 

 

Jessica Oostergo – Costumes  
Jessica Oostergo is a set, costume and props designer from Vancouver. She is a freelance artist with skills 

ranging from scenic painting, producing, hat building, creative collaboration, production design and much 

more. Recently she designed a number of productions including; Snapshots: A Musical Scrapbook 

(Snapshots Collective), The 4th Graders Present an Unnamed Love-Suicide (Tremors/Rumble), The 

Lawyer Show-Legally Blonde: The Musical (Touchstone/Carousel), 4Play: New Work by Excited 

Writers (Studio 58) and the Pitman Painters (United Players). Jessica is a graduate of Studio 58. 
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SYNOPSIS 

SOMEBODY LOVES YOU MR. HATCH is set in a friendly and quaint town in the 1940’s. Mr. 

Hatch is a tall, thin, lonely man who works a simple but important job attaching the aglets to 

shoelaces at a factory. He often spends time alone and doesn’t have the confidence or desire to 

make or keep friends. One day his life turns around when he receives a package on Valentine’s 

Day with a pink bow that has a message that reads: “Somebody loves you”. Mr. Hatch’s world is 

turned upside down and he begins to make friends and enjoy all sorts of nice foods and the fun 

parts of life that he once ignored.  After receiving the letter, Mr. Hatch goes on a hunt to find out 

who sent him the mysterious package. Mr. Hatch is loved after all!  SOMEBODY LOVES YOU 

MR. HATCH has been adapted for the stage by Axis theatre’s Artistic Director, Chris McGregor 

from the children’s novel by Eileen Spinelli.  
 

 

PUPPETRY 
Puppetry is a style of performance where a person called a puppeteer moves a puppet. The 

individual who is controlling the puppet speaks with the unique voice of the puppet and coordinates 

the physical movement and action of the puppet’s body. Internationally, there are a wide range of 

puppets, from finger puppets to sock puppets to shadow puppets in South East Asia. As an art 

form, puppetry is over 3,000 years old. A marionette is a puppet controlled from above using wires 

or strings. A marionette’s puppeteer is called a marionettist. 

 

Check out puppets from around the world! 
www.blindsummit.com 

 

www.breadandpuppet.org 

 

www.handspringpuppet.co.za 

 

 

 
 

SOMEBODY LOVES YOU, MR HATCH – The Characters 

Edna  A Washerwoman    Melanie Todd  Mr. Todd’s Daughter 

Betsy  A Washerwoman    Mrs. Weed  Townsfolk 

Molly  A Washerwoman    Mr. Dunwoody Townsfolk 

Mr. Hatch Works in a shoelace factory  Mr. Todd  Grocery Store Clerk 

Mr. Smith  Newsstand Clerk    Mr. Goober  Mailman 

  

http://www.blindsummit.com/
http://www.breadandpuppet.org/
http://www.handspringpuppet.co.za/
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INTERESTING VOCABULARY WORDS 

Washerwoman: a women whose job is to wash clothes and set them out to dry. 

Factory: a building where goods are assembled. 

Aglet: a small plastic sheath used on the end of a shoelace. 

Ukulele: a small guitar-like instrument. 

Responsibility: a job or task that must be completed. 

 

 

 

PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES 
 
1. Talk about the similarities and differences between watching a movie, a television show and a 

“live” theatre presentation. Include discussions about how the performers prepare for their roles 

in each of the situations (for instance, how an actor in a movie or a television show can redo a 

scene if a mistake is made versus an actor in a “live” performance who must carry on regardless 

of mistakes) and how audience members impact each type of performance.  

 

2. Prepare your students for watching a “live” performance by discussing the characteristics of a 

positive audience member. For example, a positive audience member:  

 

o will sit quietly so everyone around can see and hear the performance  

o will listen attentively and remain focused on the actors and musicians  

o will not distract performers by moving about or by waving or calling out to performers  

o will laugh and applaud appropriately  

o will contribute to the performance when asked to  

 

3. Remind your students to notice the way that the set, costumes and live music help to make the 

performance exciting and fun to watch!  

 

4. Review the list of Characters, Vocabulary Words, Synopsis and Themes and choose what 

information is most useful and appropriate to share and discuss with your grade level class prior 

to viewing the performance.  

 

Ask your students to pay attention to the unique design of the puppets and how the music adds to 

the overall show of SOMEBODY LOVES YOU MR. HATCH 

 

*EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO SING THE SONG DOWN BY THE BAY AND YOU ARE 

MY SUNSHINE WITH THE CAST!* 
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KEY THEMES IN MR. HATCH 

Themes: 

 Loneliness 

 The importance of laughter 

 Change is always good 

 Wearing clothes that express how you 

feel 

 Everyone is loved by someone 

 The responsibility that comes along 

with being a student or worker 

 The importance of friendship 

 The importance of community 

 

Discuss with your students the theme of loneliness 
In Somebody Loves You Mr. Hatch, the protagonist is a lonely man that likes to keep to himself. 

Every day after work, Mr. Hatch goes and buys his turkey wing and sometimes a fresh slice of ham. 

He reads the paper, goes to bed early, and wakes up early at 6:30am sharp for work. While at work, 

he sits in a corner alone to eat his lunch. It is only when he receives a package with a note that says: 

“Somebody Loves You” that he comes out of his shell. 

 

Discuss with your students the importance of change 
Often people are afraid of change. We always fear the unknown. If we live our lives without 

embracing growth and change then we get stuck in ruts and never enjoy anything fresh or new. Mr. 

Hatch is a man that lives a plain and predictable life until one day he receives a candy-filled heart 

with a note on it that says “Somebody Loves You”.  

 

Discuss with your students the idea of exploring your own individuality 
In life, it is important to embrace your individuality, which includes deciding what to wear. After 

receiving his heart-shaped valentine, Mr. Hatch puts on a bright yellow tie with blue polka dots. 

His choice of clothing is used as a way to express his inner state of joy and happiness.  

 

Ask your students who they care about in their lives 
Even when we feel lonely like Mr. Hatch does, we always have people that care about us. That 

special someone might be a friend at school or a neighbour or a family member. You should never 

feel like you are alone in this world, because there is always someone to make your life a little bit 

brighter.  

 

Discuss with your students the importance of friendship 
Mr. Hatch keeps to himself. When he receives a valentine that says “Somebody Loves You”, he 

begins to have hope that someone loves him and becomes friendly with everyone around him. In 

life, it is very important to make personal connections and friendships with the people around us. 

 

Talk about the power of Community 
The town that Mr. Hatch lives in is a very tightly knit community. People are friendly to one another 

and always greet each other as they cross paths in the town. Involving oneself in the community is 

essential and makes for a happy, friendly town or city! 
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QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTS FOLLOWING THE PERFORMANCE 

 
The following questions below are recommended to be used in a discussion for the whole group 

following the show. Students are encouraged to draw illustrations with their written responses. 

 

 Which character is your favorite? Why? 

 What did you notice about how the actors used the puppets? 

 

 What was the most interesting part of the performance? 

 What was the happiest part of the play? 

 What was the saddest part of the play? 

 

 Has anyone ever sent you a valentine to you? 

 How did it make you feel? 

 Why is it important to spend time with friends and family? 

 

 Have you ever used or made a puppet?  If so, did you have fun? 

 How is a puppet different from a live actor?  

 What did you like about the Mr. Hatch Puppet? 
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PLAYING WITH DRAMA GAMES 
 

PUPPETEER 
Arrange the students into groups of 3’s. Tell each group that one student will be the voice of the 

puppet while and the other two students will be the arms and the moving mouth of the puppet. Give 

the students a setting like a water park or a restaurant and then ask them to think of unique characters 

to play. Play the game again but have two sets of puppets interact with each other in the imaginary 

setting that you give them.  

 

MOVING WITH STRINGS 
If you have a wide open space with lots of room to move and walk freely, first, get the students to 

walk in the space. Now add tempo, ranging from very slow (almost slow motion) at a 1 to a safe 

but rigorous pace at a 5. Tell the students that when you call out a body part, they are to imagine 

that a string is attached to that body part. Tell them that the movement they make should be light 

and airy. 

 

HAND PUPPET TALK SHOW 
This drama game is about having fun with puppets!  Get three people to come up to the front of the 

class seated on chairs. You will also need a talk show “host” who keeps the show moving. Get each 

student to introduce their puppet as a famous person, for example Aladdin, The Little Mermaid or 

whomever they would like to play. The members of the audience will put up their hands and ask 

the puppets questions. The host/facilitator should invite steady dialogue between the puppets and 

the audience members.  

 

LAUGHTER CIRCLE 
With your students, get into a circle and start a laughter circle. The teacher must lead by example. 

Start with a contagious laugh and then ask your students to join in on the fun. Laughing is a great 

way to let off steam and relax. Laughter is very healthy and therapeutic.  

 

FUN WITH PUPPETS! 
Start off by getting everyone into a circle formation. Ask your students to think about how the 

puppet that they made moves and speaks. Next, in the character of their puppet, get them to 

introduce themselves to the puppet beside them and then take turns asking each other questions 

about their puppets. Then, get your students to switch puppets with their partner and create and new 

voice and personality with the new puppet that they are holding. 

 

PUPPET MONSTERS!!! 
This is a great game to practise simple improvisational skills!  First, get your students to pair up 

and decide on a location where the scene will take place. Some ideas might include: at school, at 

the playground, or playing a sport on a field. With the puppet that each student has made or miming 

a hand puppet, get each pair of students to pretend that they have both encountered a monster and 

that they need to find a way to get away from the monster or else it will eat their puppet! 
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MAKING YOUR OWN PUPPETS 
*Puppets don’t have to be really detailed like Mr. Hatch. Here are a couple of different puppet 

ideas. 

 

1. Sock Puppets 
 A sock 

 Yarn 

 A couple of buttons 

 A printer 

 Colored and plain construction paper 

 Pieces of felt or material 

 Scissors 

 A glue stick 

 Markers, crayons or colored pencils 

 Pipe cleaners 

 

Instructions: 

 Decide on what kind of puppet you want to create. It could be an animal like a pig, a cat or a 

lion or perhaps you want to make your favorite Disney character. 

 Print out a puppet template: 

http://www.easy-child-crafts.com/hand-puppet-patterns.html 

 Cut out the template pieces. 

 Put the template on your desired material (foam sheets, construction paper, felt) and cut out. 

 Design the template pieces using colored markers, prints, crayons or whatever else you 

would like to use. 

 Glue on the eyes and pipe cleaners for your puppet. 

 Let the glue dry. 

 Have fun with your puppet! 

 

2. Paper Bag Puppets 
 

 A printer 

 A brown paper bag 

 Colored construction paper 

 Scissors 

 Glue Stick 

 Wiggle eyes 

 Pompoms 

 Markers, crayons, colored pencils 

 

Instructions: 

 Choose a puppet from the template age at: 

http://www.easy-child-crafts.com/paper-bag-puppets.html 

 Print template on either white paper or colored construction paper. Cut out the template 

with scissors, decorate and color the pattern pieces of the template however you like. 

  

http://www.easy-child-crafts.com/paper-bag-puppets.html
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POST-SHOW ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjAtOuo9azMAhVU_mMKHSM7AM8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.littleredstreehouse.com/product/somebody-love-you-mr-hatch-by-eileen-spinelli-storybook-study&psig=AFQjCNHLbI97W0YQ_vMI2GCbYO4qWnq75w&ust=1461781149415646
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TRAVEL THROUGH THE MAZE! 

 

 
 

COLOR THE SHAPES! 
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INTERVIEWS WITH THE CAST OF SOMEBODY LOVES YOU, MR. 
HATCH. 

What is one quality you adore about Mr. Hatch? 

I love how Mr. Hatch comes out of his shell, changing his tie and his demeanor without minding 
what people might think. His enthusiasm is contagious! – Sarah May 

I appreciate Mr. Hatch’s unassuming nature. He doesn’t expect anything of others, and is always 
receptive toward the appreciation he receives. – Mika 

I love Mr. Hatch’s crisp daily routine. He’s just so tidy and organized! I’d like to have a bit more 
of that quality in my own life. – Jeny 

What is your favourite part in the show and why? 

I like it when Mr. Hatch decides to bake brownies and have a picnic in his backyard with music 
and dancing. I wish we could really bake brownies during the show, but it’s fun that we can really 
play music and maybe people will really want to dance as well! – Sarah May 

I like the walking. All the physical bits are so fun, especially with such memorable music! – Mika 

I love it when Mr. Hatch interacts with us as the other characters in the story – I’m always so 
thrilled when puppets and humans play in the same world together. – Jeny 

What is your favourite prop and why? 

My favourite prop is the dust cloth that whispers “somebody loves you” to Mr. Hatch when he is 
trying to dust his house. – Sarah May 

The harmonica is my favourite prop because I get to play it and it is a challenge. It is my Everest! 
– Mika 

We haven’t worked with it yet… but I’m most looking forward to working with Mr. Hatch’s hat. I 
think it will play a great part in helping Mr. Hatch find different expressions throughout the play. 
– Jeny 

Why did you choose to be a part of Mr. Hatch’s world? 

I love puppets and working with Chris McGregor at Axis Theatre. This is really a very sweet story 
and I love playing with Jeny and Mika to make Mr. Hatch and his world come alive, one puppet 
step at a time! – Sarah May 

I love puppetry and knew this would be a sweet and fun puppet experience. Not to mention how 
lucky I am to be working with Jeny and Sarah – they are the best! – Mika 

It’s such an honour to be a part of workshopping and developing a new play. This play has so 
much heart – and told with simplicity and honesty. There’s a truth and sweetness to this tale, 
and performing in that world well, what a lovely place to be as an actor, puppeteer and human 
being. – Jeny 
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ABOUT AXIS THEATRE COMPANY 

Axis Theatre Company has evolved over almost 41 years into an established touring company 
and our work embodies “physical theatre”. Our productions can include mime, mask 
(Commedia dell ‘Arte), puppetry, acrobatics, aerial work, dance, live or recorded music and 
text. With new artistic direction, the company has renewed its dedication to create and present 
plays for young and family audiences.   
 

Axis Theatre Company exists to create physical theatre for the young and 
young at heart - exploring aspects of clown, Commedia dell'arte, music, 
movement and puppetry to produce original productions.  
 
Many Thanks to you for supporting our show! Let’s keep in touch! At Axis 
Theatre, we would like to hear from you!  We invite you to send letters or 
drawings to the address below about your experience with our show.  

 

Axis Theatre Company Staff 

 Chris McGregor Daune Campbell Yvonne Miller Shelby Bushell 
 Artistic Director General Manager Book Keeper Tour Coordinator 
 

 

 

 
Axis Theatre Company 

1405 Anderson Street, 2nd Floor 
Vancouver, B.C. V6H 3R5 

Tel: 604.669.0631  Fax : 604.669.0635 
Email: tours@axistheatre.com 

www.axistheatre.com 
 

*Study Guide Created by Chase Strand 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.axistheatre.com/

